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Aincttdmenls to the claims; 

This listing ordaUns will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in Ihc 
application: 

Listing of claims; 

1 , (currently amended) A motliod for pcrfomiing master planning priority 
assianmcnl, tho method comprising: 

creati ng at least one rule dat abase; 

assigning a priority to a demand record, said demand record containing a demand 
record attribute field and a demand record priority field; said assigning incUiding: 

ida=rii-fymg^ selecting sa id a t least one rule database^ said at lea st ouc_rulc 
database inehiding at least one record, a rule database attribute field that correlates to said 
demand record attribute field, and a rule database priority field; 

querying said at least one rule database for a con*csponding rule database 
record tliat contains data in said rule database attribute field that matches data in said 
demand record attribute field; and 

based upon said querying , updating data in said demand record priority 
field with data from said cojTespoading rule database priority field. 

2. (curre>itly amended) Tlic method of claim 1 wherein said data in said 
conesponding rule database attribute field contains an explicit value operable fo r 
specifying a priority to be gjycn to a d emand record: 

wherein said match occurs if sa i d d ata in said demand record attribute field is 
contained wilhin said explic it value. 
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3. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein said data in said 
coiTCsponding rule dnlabase attribute field contains a hierarchy valueaftd operable, for 
specifyin^i a priority to be pivcn to a hierarchy level defined with said rule database 
sttxibutc^ficld; 

wherein said match occurs if said data in said demand record attribute field is 
contained within said hierarchy value. 

4. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein said data in said 
corresponding rule database altribute field conlains a wildcard valueand opci-able for 
s p cc U yi ng a d cfault priority value to sai d nilc database attribute field: 

wherein said data in said demand record attribute field is not med in said 
matching. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein said demand record attribute field 
includes due date, customer, and demand type, 

6. (canceled) 

7. (currently amended) lliemctliod of claim 1 furtlier comprising updating said 
at least one record in said at least one rule database. 

S. (currently ajncndcd) The method of claim [1]3 fiirther comprising creating ft 
said hierarchy value, said hierarchy value containing a hierarchy vakielcycl. 

9. (currently amended) The method of claim [1]3 further comprising creating ft 
sai<t h ierarchy value, said hiertirchy value containing an said explicit value. 

10. (currently amended) A method for master planning priority assignment, the 
method comprising: 
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creating at Ica ^t one rule (lataha<;e: 

assigning a priorily to u deinand record, said demand record containing a demand 
record attribute field and a demand record priority field; said assigning including: 

i^^il-ffylftg-ascLcj:^ database, said at least one r ule 

database including at least one record, a nilc database attribute field that correlates to said 
dcmiind record attribute field, and a rule database priority field; 

querying said at least one rule database for a coaesiDonding rule database 
record that contains data in said rule database attribute field that matches data in said 
demand record attribute field, said matching comprising; 

querying said at least one rule database for an explicit data match; 

if no said explicit data match exists^ querying said at least one rule 
database for a hierarchy value match; and; 

ifno said explicit data match or said hierarchy value data match 
exists^ querying said at least ono r ule database for a wildcard match; and 

based upon sai d ciueryinj^^npdatins data in said demand record priority 
field with data from said corresponding rule database priority field. 

1 1 . (cunently amended) A system for performing master planning priority 
assignment, the system comprising: 

a storage device storing master planning priority assignment data; 

a user system; and 

a host system in communication with said storage device and said user systems, 
said host system implementing a process comprising: 
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creating at least on e nilc database; 



assigning apriority to a demand record, said demand record containing a 



demand record atlribute field and a demand record priority field; said assigning including: 

idontifving f is clectin^ said at least one rule database^ said at least one r iilo 
database including at least one record, a nilc database attribute field that conelutes to said 
demand record attribute field, and a rule database priority field; 

querying said at least one rule database for a corresponding nile database 
record Ibat contains dala in said nilc database attribute field that matches data in said 
demand record attribute field; and 



field with data from said corresponding rule database priority field. 

1 2. (currently amended) The system of claim 1 1 wherein said wherein said data 
in said corresponding rule database attribute field contains an explicit value operable For 
SPfiSJ M iJS .2). priorit y to be given to a demand record: 

wher ein said match occ urs if said data in said demand record atlribute field i s 
conlainccl withhi said exp licit value , 

13. (currently amended) The system of claim 1 1 wherein said data in said 
corresponding nile database attj'ibute field contains a hierarchy value m4 operable for 
saccifyLDgji, priority t o be fiivcn to a hierarchy level defined within said mle da tabase 
attribute fie ld; 

wherein said match occurs i fsaid data in said demand record attribute field is 
contained within said hierarchy value. 



biLScdjpon sald querying, updating data in said demand record priority 
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14. (currently amended) The system of claim 1 1 wherein said data in said 
corresponding nilc database aLlribiUc field contains a wildcard value cyjcESLblcfor 
specifv ins a d ciaiilt priority value to sai d nil c database attribute field: 

wlicrcin said data in said demand record attribute field is not used in said 
matching. 

1 5. (Original) The system ofclaim 1 1 wherein said demand record attribntc field 
includes due date, customer, and demand type. 

1 6. (canceled) 

1 7. (currently amended) The system ofclaim 1 1 wherein said host system 
implcmcnling a process further comprises updating said at least one record in said at lea st 
one rule tlatabase. 

IS. (currently amended) The system ofclaim 44:13 wherein said host system 
implementing a process further comi)ri$es creating ftsaid,hicrarchy value, said hierarchy 
vaUic containing a hierarchy vaJuelevd, 

19. (currently amended) The system of claim 4413 wherein said host system 
implementing a process further cojupriscs creating a^aid-hierarchy value, said hierarchy 
value containing ftftsaid^cxpHcit value. 

20. (Original) The system ofclaim 1 1 further comprising a network providing 
communication between Ihe host system and the user system. 

2L (Original) Tlie system of claim 11 further comprising a network providing 
communication between the storage device and the host system. 



YORy200 1014 6US 1/13 1 ^0003 



6 



PAGE 8/22*RCVDAT4/9/200411:28:31 AM (Eastern Daylight Tm^^ 



APR-09-2004 FRI 10:33 AM CANTOR COLBURN LLP FAX NO. 8602860115 P. 



22. (ciiiTcntly amended) A system for pcrfomiing master planning priority 
assignment, the system comprising: 

at least one i-ulc database: 

a storage device storing master planning priority assignment data associatcJ with 
stiid at least one rule databas e: 

a user system; and 

a host system iji communication with said storage device and said user systems, 
said host system implementing a process comprising: 

creating sai d at least one mlc dat abase: 

assigning a priority lo a demand record, said demand record containing a 
demand reeiMd allribiite field and a demand record priority field; said assigning including: 

ideftthfving-a selecting said at least one r ule database, said at least 
one n ile database including at least one record, a rule database attribute field that 
correlates to said demand record attribute field, and amle database priority field; 

querying said at least one nilc database for a corresponding rule 
database record that contains data in said nilc database attribute field that matches data in 
said dcman<l record attribute field, said matching comprising: 

querying said at le ast one r ule database for an explicit data 

match; 

ifno said explicit data match exists^ querying said at least 
one rule database for a hicrarcliy value match; and 
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ifno said explicit data match or said hieiarchy value data 



match cxisls^ quciTing said at \ei\si one rule database for a wildcard match; and 



priority field witli data from said corresponding rule database priority field. 

23. (currently amended) A storage medium encoded with machine-readable 
compuLer program code for performing master planning priority assignment, the storage 
medium storing instructions for causing a host system to implement a method 
comprising: 

crcalinu at lea st one rule data base; 

assigning a priority to a demand record, said demand record containing a demand 
record aUribiitc field and a demand record priority field; said assigning including; 

4rf ontifyin g a selecting said at least one rule database, said at least o no^mle 
database including at least one record, a nilc database attribute field that correlates to said 
demand record attribute field, and a nilc database priority field; 

quciying said at least one ladc database for a corresponding rule database 
record that contains data in said rule database attribute field that matches data in said 
demand record attribute field; and 



field with dala from said corresponding nilc database priority field. 

24, (cuiTcntly amended) The storage medium of claim 23 wherein said data in 
said con osponding inlc database attribute field contains an explicit value _o p.erablo for 
sDCcifving a priority to be p iv cn to a demand reco rd; 
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based up on said queryin g, updating data in said demand record priority 



8 



PAGE 10/22 ' RCVD AT 4/912004 11 :28:31 AM [Eastern Da^^^^ 



APR-09-2004 FRI 10:34 AH CA^ COLBURN LLP 



FAX NO. 8602860115 



P. 11 



whcrcj n said match oc curs iTsaid data iii said demand record attri b ute field is 
coniain cd wi thin 8aid exp li cit value . 

25, (currently amended) The storage jncdium of claim 23 wherein said dala in 
said corresponding rule database aUribute field contains a hierarchy valucand operable for 
awifYLn^ a priority to bo given to a h ierarchy level defined within said rule darab asc 
aliri biiLc ficljl; 

wher ein said matcli occurs if said data in said demand record attiibutc field is 
contained within said hierarchy vaUie. 

26, (euncntly amended) The storage medium of claim 23 wherein said data in 
said con'esponding rule database attribute field contains a wildcard valueand operable fo r 
sp coif vi iig a defagU prio ri ty value to s ai d rule database attribute field ; 

whcrcjn said data in said demand record attribute field is not used in said 
matching. 

27, (Original) The storage medium of claim 23 wherein said demand record 
attribute field includes due date, customer, ajid demand type. 

2S, (canceled) 

29. (currently amended) The storage medium of claim 23 further comprising 
updating said at least one record in said at le ast one r ule database. 

30. (cunrently amended) IHie storage mediiun of claim 53-25 further comprising 
creating asaicLhierarchy value, said hierarchy value containing a hierarchy val4ielevel. 
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3 1 . (currently amended) llic storage medium of claim 2325 further comprising creating 
o said hicKuchy value, said hierarchy value containing an exphcit value. 

32. (currently amended) A storage medium encoded with machine-readable 
computer program code for perfonning master planning priority assignment, the storage 
medium storing instnictions for causing a host system to implement a method 
comprising: 

crcalino: at least one rule database ; 

assigning a priority to a demand record, said demand record containing a demand 
record attribute field and a demand record priority field; said assigning including: 

identifym^ sel ecting said at le a st one r ule database, said at l east one lulo 
database including at least one record, a njfc database attribute lield that conclates to said 
demand record attribute field, and a rule database priority fields 

querying said at least one r ule database for a corresponding rule database 
record that contains data in said rule database attribute field that matches data in said 
demand record attribute field, said matching comprising: 

querying said at least o nc^rtile database for an explicit data match; 

if no said explicit data match exists^ quciying said at least one rule 
database for a hierarchy value match; and; 

if no said explicit data match or said hierarchy value data match 
existS;, querying said at lea st one_rule database for a wildcard match; and 

based unon sa id queryin g, updating data in said demand record priority 
field with data (ronx said con*esponding rule database priority field. 
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